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The Jackson Street Bridge is one of 
New Jersey’s premier historic metal trusses. 
Trenton’s own New Jersey Steel & Iron 
Company fabricated it in 1888. Once there 
were hundreds of similar bridges across the 
state but the coming of the automobile 
doomed them because of their light 
construction. Fortunately, the Jackson 
Street Bridge received a second life as a 
pedestrian-only crossing when Mill Hill Park 
was created in the 1970s. It now serves as a 
pleasant gateway between the park and the 
historic Mill Hill neighborhood.

The Jackson Street Bridge came into being in 
1888 almost as an afterthought. It was 
necessary to completing the city’s street grid 
across the Assunpink Creek where once there 
had been a millpond. Two earlier bridges on 
adjacent streets already provided good 
service. The South Broad Street stone-arch 
bridge was built in 1766 (replacing an earlier 
timber bridge) and rebuilt at least twice 
following damage from floods in 1822 and 
1843. The South Montgomery Street Bridge, 
also a stone arch, was built in 1873.

The City of Trenton contracted with the New 
Jersey Steel & Iron Company (NJS&I) to 
fabricate a metal-truss bridge. NJS&I, 
organized in 1866, began as the Trenton Iron 
Company in 1847 under the leadership of 
famed industrialists Peter Cooper and his son, 
Edward, and son-in-law, Abram Hewitt. The 
firm’s facilities, considered technologically 
advanced for their time, were among the first 
American ironworks to specialize in rails and 
beams. The furnaces and mills were located 
on the Delaware River at the foot of Cass 
Street, where Trenton’s minor-league 
baseball stadium is today.

NJS&I’s Jackson Street Bridge followed a 
popular pattern of design known as a 
pin-connected Pratt truss. The design was 
developed in the 1840s by Boston engineers 
Thomas and Caleb Pratt. By the 1870s, it had 
been refined into an ingenious kit of all-iron 
parts, much like an erector set. These parts, 
called members, were prefabricated in a 
factory’s riveting shop then shipped in pieces 
to the bridge site for final assembly using 
large pins and bolts.

Jackson Street Bridge, circa 1930s. Looking downstream 
from the South Montgomery Street Bridge. In the distance 
is the Assunpink Block, a row of buildings erected over the 
creek with storefronts facing on South Broad Street.
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Jackson Street Bridge, circa 1890s-1900s. The 
timber dam fed water to the raceway (right) for 
powering factories located downstream.

The sprawling works of the New Jersey Steel & 
Iron Company on the bank of the Delaware.


