The Shaky Bridge

Driving by on Route 29 or pausing on a stroll in the park, this little bridge must strike you as an historical oddity.
Indeed, the Shaky Bridge has a curious past. Built by John A. Roebling’s Sons Company, the world-famous,
Trenton-based manufacturer of long-span suspension bridges, it is one of the few surviving features of the
former Mahlon Stacy Park, created piecemeal between 1904 and 1914 along the left bank of the Delaware River
from the Assunpink Creek to “The Island.”

A family poses on the Shaky Bridge around 1930. By this time, the tower
shingles had been painted white, forgoing the natural weathered look of
wood. Image credit: Collection of David Denenberg.

A Bridge in Miniature

In 1908, the City of Trenton proposed installing a footbridge to cross the Perdicaris waste
weir, an artificial channel that drained excess water from both the Delaware and Raritan

Canal and the Trenton Water Power, a transportation canal and industrial power canal
respectively, co
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Shake, Rattle & Roll

A suspension bridge is unique in that it uses cables stretched over towers to carry the combined

forerunner. weight of the bridge and anybody or anything crossing it. It is hard to walk on cables, as anyone
who's tried a tightrope knows, so hanging a deck from them makes sense. Even so, the cables
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tend to vibrate whenever the wind blows or any traffic moves across the deck.
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Youare This vibration is where the Shaky Bridge gets its name.
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-endered obsolet Suspension bridges only need a pier and a tower at each end, so they are usually a good option

for very long spans. The massive weight and stiffening deck of a big suspension bridge will
dampen its tendency to become too wabbly; or, like here, they make good lightweight

This postcard of about 1910 refers to the “Bridge over the Waste Weir.” This early aerial view of Trenton from June 16, 1928, captures pedeStrian bridges where walkers can eaSi|y adeSt their steps to the bounCing
It was not colloquially called the Shaky Bridge until some years later. Many the Shaky Bridge's original riverside park setting. The bridge :
pedestrian suspension bridges share the name. Image credit: New Jersey is barely visible but its location is clear from the reflection of they feel under thelr feet'
State Library. the white water tumbling over the weir. The concrete arch
(V)Vfasej(jf’c‘:g;"gf:c‘;vf;gleeEree”;l‘t’“[}gﬁfrf;\Eflzvlesrujtvtehyecfgﬁfpany Over the years, bridge builders have used vines, ropes, iron chains and steel wires to fashion
Photographs, Hagley Museum & Library. cables. The oldest documented suspension bridges were constructed over 1,200 years ago

in China. The modern era of suspension bridges began almost 200 years ago when
John Augustus Roebling (1806-1869) established his eponymous company to make
steel wire in Trenton in 1848. The Roebling company went on to build some of
America’s first and most famous examples of wire cable suspension bridges,
among them the iconic Brooklyn Bridge.
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