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Shortly after Cadwalader Park opened, citizens began donating
small animals and birds for display. In this part of the park, the
old stables and farm buildings of the Ellarslie Estate were
converted to house deer, sheep, and elk. By 1913, the city had
replaced the old buildings with a deer paddock and barn.

Feeding time in
Cadwalader Park, 1906.

Olmsted objected to setting aside land for animals, stating that
there were more important demands for space, especially on
holidays when the park filled with picnickers and special events.
The animals, however, were very popular and Olmsted’s advice
was ignored. A herd of deer that was maintained in the park
was removed in 2008, but wild deer are known to freely roam
the park today.

Sheep fold, c. 1914.

The deer paddock area
before restoration. »
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George W. Rieker, Commissioner of Parks
(left) at the deer paddock, ¢ 1965
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